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1. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
Priority 





Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. HI 


□ 


Box No. IV 


EI 


Box No. V 


IEI 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. Vm 



Non^stablishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

SlTSlif ^ RUl ? 43W5 l(aXi) ^ ^gard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



FURTHER ACTION 



than this one to be tbcWE^Z ^^OBAb^l^X^ ^ WhaC *P Iicant chooses ™ Authority other 

.Ms Internationa. Searching AutttrttVwT^ Zt ~as£re2 'onal Bureau under Rule 66.1«<b) that written opinions of 

PCT/IS^O ^before the e^pS^ ^otT^ylatt wTc^ iL^ ^ * ^ " — * ^ 
For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 



For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/EP 




Facsimile No. 





Form FCT/ISA/237 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



Box No. I 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

Baas of this opinion 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2005/000553 



□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

_ . which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search f under 

Rule 12 J and 23. 1(b)). 

a. type of material 
a sequence listing 

I I tablc(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
| | in written format 
t^ZI in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/ furnishing 
I 1 contained in the international application as filed. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 ' ^f^in , J n ^ T ?f m ° rc t , ha ° ODC VCrsi ° n or "Pi" of a «queoce listing and/or tables) relating thereto has been filed or 



4. Additional comments: 



Form FCT/IS A/237 (Box No. 0 (January 2004) 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2005/000553 



d^onl^TjT' " nderRu,e « b ^«»)0) with regard to novels taventtve step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1 ~1 9 
Claims 



Claims 



Claims 1~19 



Industrial applicabflity (IA) claims 1 ~ 1 9 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl: 



D2: 



EP-A-0 793 366 (HITACHI LTD) 3 September 1997 
(1997-09-03) 

EP-A-0 851 627 (HITACHI LTD) 1 July 1998 
(1998-07-01) 



2.1 Document Dl describes an operation for encrypting or 
protecting the confidentiality of a digital text 
compressed with a compression algorithm of the 
Huffman type, by means of the introduction of a 
secret modification of the said compression 
algorithm. See for example columns 7 and 8: "the 
method of this embodiment can use the compression as 
a kind of encryption"; "the correspondence changing 
... is executed to change a correspondence between 
the bit trains of the compressed data and the 
plaintext data on the basis of the work key...". The 
said secret key or "work key" must be sent by a 
separate path from the modified compressed digital 
text, so as to allow the reconstruction of the 
original compressed digital text by the destination 
equipment . 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



This alteration of the compression algorithm as a 
function of secret complementary information is 
equivalent to the extraction of one or more original 
codes and their substitution by valid "decoy" codes,, 
such as described in the independent claims. The 
present application therefore fails to comply with 
the requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the 
subject matter of the said claims does not involve 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 



2.2 The dependent claims do not appear to contain any 
additional features which, in combination with the 
subject matter of any one of the claims on which 
they depend, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step, given that the technical 
features to which the said claims refer are well 
known to the person skilled in the art and/or that 
they are already used for the same purpose in 
document Dl or D2 . In particular, it is noted that 
document D2 mentions the protection of texts 
compressed with algorithms from the Lempel-Ziv 
family. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

Certain documents cited 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2005/000553 



1. Certain published documents (Rule 43Ws. 1 and 70. 10) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 



Publication date 
( day/month/year) 



Filing date 
(day/month/year) 



Priority date (valid claim) 
( day/ma nth/year) 



2. Non- written disclosures (Rule 43«$.l and 70.9) 
Kind of non- written disclosure 



Date of non- written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring to non- written disclosure 
(day/mo nth/year) 



See form 210 
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du mandaiaire 
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Demande intemationale no. 
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1- Le present rapport pr^liminaire international sur la brevetabilite fchanitTR n e^t ttM\ ^ r Dl _ - «. 

1'administration chargee de la recherche Internationale ^ ^ te BUrBaU mtematI0 nal 



chargee de la recherche intemationale selon la regie 44*£i.l.a). 

2. Ce RAPPORT comprend un total de 6 feuilles, y compris la presente feuille de couverture. 

Dansles feuflles jointes, toute reference a l'opinion ecrite de V administration chargee de la recherche internati, 
entendue, a la place, comme one reference au rapport preliminaire international su? la orcve^SJchTpto ij 



au nom de 



4. 



Le present rapport contient des indications relatives aux points sirivants : 

Base de l'opinion 
Priority 



El 


Cadre n° I 


□ 


Cadre n° II 


□ 


Cadre n° III 


□ 


Cadre n°IV 




Cadre n° V 


El 


Cadre n° VI 


□ 


Cadre n°VD 


□ 


Cadre n° Vm 



SSSSSS^ 19 ^ quant a la nouveau "' ***** inven,ive et 13 1—* 0 " 

Absence d* unite de 1* invention 

^Sn^f 10 " 35 2) qUant 4 la nouveau te, ractivite inventive et la 

possibility d application industneUe; citations et explications a l'appui de cette declaration 

Certains documents cites 

Certaines irregularites relevees dans la demande intemationale 
Certaines observations relatives a la demande intemationale 



requete expresse a cet egard en vertu de I'article 23.2) pnonie (regie 44*u.2), sauf si le deposant a presente une 
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